“Community Animal Birth and Rabies control Program” under Pema Gatshel (11th April 2019 to 30th April, 2019)

Introduction
[image: C:\Users\user\Desktop\New folder\IMG_7191.JPG]For the sustainable Dogs control strategy the Dzongkhag Livestock Sector in collaboration with Regional Livestock development Centre (RLDC) had organized sterilization cum vaccination campaign for more than three weeks period.
 (
Fig 1. CABC team in action (Anesthesia, preparation
)This is mainly to control and prevent Rabies in domestic and stray Dogs in order to avoid Human Rabies the Dzongkhag.  The disease is mostly endemic in the southern part of Bhutan along the border with India and most commonly reported in the border towns/villages. In order to curve the Dogs population in the Dzongkhag various strategies, approaches and methods were put in place. One of it is control through “catch-neuter-vaccinate-release (CNVR)” methods with Community Animal Birth Control (CABC) program initiated annually here in this Dzongkhag. 
[image: C:\Users\user\Desktop\New folder\IMG_7375.JPG]Field staff was selected for the program mainly based on the training they have received on the protocols of CNVR techniques.                                                    
Objectives of the Program
1. To control the population of stray dogs and cats in the community
2. To control and prevent dog and cat mediated disease like rabies through vaccination and treatment
3. To treat unhealthy and weak dogs and cats in the community
4.  (
Hygienic Surgical operation
) To create public awareness on sterilization of dogs and cats and on importance of rabies control
5. Avoid and control Rabies in Human

 (
Fig 2. Surgeons in action and animal recovering after surgery
)[image: C:\Users\user\Desktop\New folder\IMG_7195.JPG]In addition to the anti-rabies vaccination and sterilization, dogs and cats were also provided with broad spectrum anti-parasitic drugs like ivermectin injection and were also treated for any medical conditions found sporadically in the villages. Dogs and cats were released to the same area of catch as per the principle of CNVR after the successful sterilization and post operative care.

Animals sterilized and vaccinated during the program (Second phase)
	Sl. No
	Geog
	Species
	No. of Sterilization
	No. of anti-Rabies Vaccination

	
	
	
	*M
	*F
	Total
	*M
	*F
	Total

	1
	Shumar
	Canine
	97
	191
	288
	100
	198
	298

	
	
	Feline
	10
	7
	17
	3
	6
	9

	2
	Nanong
	Canine
	23
	37
	60
	25
	49
	74

	
	
	Feline
	15
	6
	21
	11
	17
	28

	3
	Khar
	Canine
	30
	27
	57
	35
	30
	65

	
	
	Feline
	8
	11
	19
	4
	3
	7

	3
	Chhongshing
	Canine
	20
	12
	32
	23
	15
	38

	
	
	Feline
	4
	7
	11
	2
	6
	8

	4
	Yurung
	Canine
	28
	32
	60
	30
	35
	65

	
	
	Feline
	4
	6
	10
	2
	3
	5

	5
	Chimong
	Canine
	15
	8
	23
	18
	9
	27

	
	
	Feline
	4
	3
	7
	5
	4
	9

	6
	Dungmin
	Canine
	27
	33
	60
	45
	40
	85

	
	
	Feline
	2
	5
	7
	10
	5
	15

	7
	Zobel
	Canine
	31
	24
	55
	35
	27
	62

	
	
	Feline
	5
	8
	13
	19
	25
	44

	
	
	 Total
	323
	417
	740
	367
	472
	839


*M= Male  *F= Female
Total number of animals sterilized was 740 (cats and dogs) and total of 839 animals including dogs and cats received anti-rabies vaccines (ARV) during the second phase of CABC campaign.
Nganglam Dungkhag
	Sl. No
	Geog
	Species
	No. of Sterilization
	No. of ant-Rabies Vaccination

	
	
	
	*M
	*F
	Total
	*M
	*F
	Total

	1
	Norbugang
	Canine
	178
	120
	298
	180
	125
	305

	
	
	Feline
	13
	16
	29
	38
	58
	96

	2
	Chhokhorling
	Canine
	15
	10
	25
	18
	15
	33

	
	
	Feline
	8
	5
	13
	11
	7
	18

	3
	Dechenling
	Canine
	35
	20
	55
	30
	25
	55

	
	
	Feline
	12
	8
	20
	15
	10
	25

	 
	 
	Total
	261
	179
	440
	292
	240
	532


Total number of animals sterlized was 440 and total number of animals vaccinated was 532 (cats and dogs) in the first phase of CABC program (Dec, 2018). (Slight error regarding animal vaccinated in Norbugang Geog was observed in my previous report on the first phase of CABC)
In total 1180 animals (dogs and cats) were sterilized and 1371 animals (dogs and cats) received anti-rabies vaccine in the FY 2018-2019. This report shows that number of animals sterilized and vaccinated in Norbugang Geog (first phase) and Shumar Geog (Second phase) out number other Geogs in the Dzongkhag, the reasons could be  urban area, central schools, hospitals, government and corporation offices and factories mostly lies under these two Geogs. The main bottlenecks were:
1. Shortage of manpower and lack of community volunteer  for catching stray dogs
2. Lack awareness on stray dogs and its sole responsibilities in controlling dog population in to towns
3. No understanding on the program as multi sector mandate and not bother to participate
4. Limited transportation support and fund 
Recommendations
1. People in the urban area need much more awareness as compared to the people in the rural settings about the dog population control and its negative impacts.
2. Issue on the dog population control need to be raised in the Dzongkhag Tshogdue and make each and every stakeholder given the mad ates  
3. Multi Sector Task Force (MSTF) in the Dzongkhag need to be involved in the healthy dog population control as ONE HEATH PROGRAM approach (Animal and Human)  
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